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If you are exploring this workbook, 
you are probably looking for a school 
that’s a good fit for a student in your 
life. You’ve come to the right place! The 
school landscape in Kansas City is vast, 
filled with many options for all kinds of 
students and families. This workbook 
aims to give you tools for making your 
way through the process, knowing your 
options and discovering a great school 
for your child, right here in KC.

Academy for Integrated Arts
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YOUR LOGISTICAL NEEDS

It is important to find a school that fits  
your family’s schedule and routines. 

1. 
Do you need transportation? 

2. 
Can you drive across town to drop off your child? 

3. 
Do you need an extended care program that  
allows you to drop off early or pick up late? 

4. 
How involved do you want to be  

(or can you be) in the school? 

5. 
Is it important to have all of your  

children in the same school?

YOUR CHILD’S TEMPERAMENT AND LEARNING STYLE

Every student is unique. Maximize opportunities for your child’s 
success and consider what learning environment will be most  

effective for their academic and social progress.

1. How does your child like to learn?
2. Is classroom structure important or is your child more successful  
    with freedom and independence? Maybe a combination?
3. Do you want small classes? 
4. Do you want a large social community? 

YOUR CHILD’S 
PASSIONS AND TALENTS

Knowing his or her interests 
may also help narrow down  

school choices.

1.
What does she love to do? 

2.
What is he good at?  

Sports? Art? Technology? Politics? 
Languages? Debate? Dance?

SCHOOL FOCUS 
AND PHILOSOPHY

Kansas City has a variety of schools 
with a variety of philosophies and values. 
Which types sound right for your child?

1.
Would you like a rigorous school?

2.
A school that takes advantage 

of what Kansas City has to offer? 

3.
A student-centered school? 

4.
 Do your religious values play 
a role in your school choice?

STEP

1
There are many things to consider when seeking a school that’s 
a good fit for your unique child. These questions are a place to 
start as you focus your school search and make a wish list for your 
ideal school. Your answers will help you determine your “must 
haves,” “nice to haves,” and even what you don’t want in a school. 
The organizers on pages 4 and 5 of this workbook will help you 
keep track of it all and compare school features that are most 
important to you.

Evaluate

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF
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SCHOOLS +
VISIT DATES

MUST HAVES

NICE TO HAVES

DO NOT WANT
(A CHECK INDICATES THAT SCHOOL 

DOES NOT HAVE THE FEATURE)

TOTAL MUST HAVES

TOTAL NICE TO HAVES

TOTALS

NOTES

TOTAL DO NOT WANT

SAMPLE School Priorities + Visits Organizer

Before and After Care

Diversity

Transportation

Healthy Lunch Options

Foreign Language Immersion 

Classroom Library

Bullying Curriculum

Traditional Textbooks

Nightly Homework

Students  

take trips 

in middle 

school

Lots of 

parent 

involvement

Friendly 

Principal ;

Warm school 

environment

Milbrook 

Charter

11/14/19

The Saxon

Rice School

11/15/19

Happy Acres 

Elementary

10/11/19

Greentree

Elementary

10/18/19

Long 

school 

year

1 21 3

3 33 2

5 65 7

1 11 2

SCHOOLS +
VISIT DATES

MUST HAVES

NICE TO HAVES

DO NOT WANT
(A CHECK INDICATES THAT SCHOOL 

DOES NOT HAVE THE FEATURE)

TOTAL MUST HAVES

TOTAL NICE TO HAVES

TOTALS

NOTES

TOTAL DO NOT WANT

School Priorities + Visits Organizer
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Research
Now that you know what you’re looking for, it’s time to find  
it among the many options that exist in Kansas City. We have  
a path that works for most people to narrow the options 
and find a good school for your child.

Some good places to start:
 
•  School Guide KC – you’re doing it!
 
•  City School Fair in November – meet school 
 representatives and learn about their programs. 

•  Show Me KC Schools website – www.showmekcschools.org 
 dig into information and compare schools

•  Individual school websites

RESEARCH AND COMPARE SCHOOLS

Choose the schools that sound like they best match 
your family’s needs and make a written list to keep you 
on track. There is a handy organizer on the next page.
 
•  Include 
 – a few notes about what drew you to each school
 – deadlines
 – requirements

MAKE YOUR LIST

STEP

2
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Do you have school search questions? Get free help! 

WE’RE HERE TO HELP YOU KNOW YOUR OPTIONS. Show Me KC 
Schools’ School Navigators provide FREE one-on-one support to 
parents and caregivers searching for schools in Kansas City.
 
Call or text with all of your school search questions!
Danielle Dispenza: (816) 490-1922 
Jessica Peña: (816) 550-1443 !Hablo español!

ONE-ON-ONE NAVIGATION
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STEP

3

Three Ways to Arrange a visit to a School:

1. Contact the school directly.

2. Take a Show Me KC Schools tour. Visit 
 www.showmekcschools.org to register

3. Visit the events calendar at www.showmekcschools.org
 to learn about open house dates.

Visiting in person is best. When that’s not possible, take a 
“virtual tour” at www.showmekcschools.org.

A visit is also a great time to ask teachers, principals and 
other school staff questions. Please see pages 9 - 11 in this 
workbook for ideas of what to look for and a list of questions.

Be sure to take notes so that you can remember details that 
stood out for you. Pay attention to how a school makes you 
feel and whether you can imagine your child learning and 
growing in the environment.

1.  What makes your school unique? How is it different from all the other schools   
 available to me?

2.  What is your policy on parents visiting the classroom?

3. What’s the average class size at your school?

4. Is there an active parents’ group? If so, how are parents involved?

5. What type of organized, family engagement activities do you offer?

6. Do you offer special education and gifted/enrichment programs?

7. Can you talk about the school’s performance on student assessment tests?

8. How do you handle discipline and student conflicts?

9. What is the principal’s background and how long has he/she been at the school?

10. What percent of your teachers have teaching credentials? What is the training   
 of those who do not?

11.  What are your academic goals for students in kindergarten (or perhaps in 
 all grades)?

12.  What skills and knowledge are parents expected to reinforce at home?

13.  How do you accommodate a range of learning needs (specifically your child’s   
 unique learning style)? (This is best asked individually since it may not apply 
 to everyone in a group tour.)

SCHEDULE AND MAKE VISITS

A school tour is your chance to ask teachers, principals and other school staff questions 
that still linger for you after your other research.

Questions to Ask on a School Tour 

Visit
Visiting a school gives you a chance to see the classrooms  
in action and to experience the school culture firsthand.

You know your child best and a visit can help you determine 
whether a particular school will be a good fit. A visit also gives 
you a chance to determine if things you’ve heard from friends 
and neighbors hold true for you as well.

SCHOOL SEARCH WORKBOOK    |    9 8   |   FINDING THE RIGHT SCHOOL



How is the furniture configured?

Can students easily interact and
collaborate?

Is there open space for gathering together?

What’s on the walls? Is student work 
displayed?

Can you see individual differences in the 
work?

Is the space cheerful and appealing?

Are there books available in the classroom? 
Can students reach them?

What “things” are in the room? Is it full 
of art supplies, pets, plants, science 
equipment; “sense of purposeful clutter”?

Is the overall atmosphere appealing? 
Is it a place where you would want to 
spend time?

Does student work fill the hallways?

Is there a school library? Is it well-stocked 
and comfortable?

What is the condition of the bathrooms?

If you get to peek at the faculty lounge, 
is it a warm and inviting place for staff   
to spend time?

Is the school clean?

Whose voices do you hear?

Is the teacher’s voice genuine and 
respectful?

Do you hear a hum of activity and ideas 
being exchanged?

Do the students look engaged?

Are students working alone, in pairs or 
groups?

How are they interacting with each other?

Is the learning joyful?

Where is the teacher? Can you find him 
among the students? Is she behind her 
desk?

How do the students react to visitors?  
Are they warm and eager to share what 
they’re doing?

How were you greeted? Is the staff 
welcoming toward visitors?

Are students in the hallways greeted 
by name?

Are adults actively engaged with 
supervising and facilitating recess  
and lunch?

Do you feel a sense of community?

Does the school feel like a safe place?
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Things to Notice on a School Visit
There’s a lot going on at every school. You’ll find a list of things to look for in order to help you 
focus on what you want to learn from your visit below.

SCHOOL NAME: DATE OF VISIT:

Describe or sketch something you saw that 
catches your interest.

Describe or sketch a feeling that comes up  
for you.

What do you hope to see in a classroom for 
your child?

Quote something noteworthy that you overheard 
during your tour. Is this from an adult or student?

Write down one question you have related to 
your tour.

Can you envision your child thriving at this 
school? Why or why not?

School Visit Tracker
This page is a good way for you to track all that you see, hear and experience when visiting 
a school.

SCHOOL NAME: DATE OF VISIT:

THE SPACE

THE SPACE

SIGHTS + SOUNDS

SIGHTS + SOUNDS
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You’re almost ready to apply! 
Make sure you know what each school requires and any 
deadlines that need to be met. (Find a list of deadlines on 
pages 18-19 in the main guide.) 

It is a good idea to apply to several schools. 
With the exception of your KCPS Neighborhood school, there is 
no guarantee in a given year that you will get into a particular 
school so having several back-up plans is always smart.

STEP

4
Apply

NARROW YOUR LIST AND BEGIN APPLICATIONS

• Apply online at enrollkc.org/

• KCPS online enrollment for signature and neighborhood schools opens December 
5, 2019. Seats are filled on a first come, first served basis. 

• Deadline to apply for 1st notification pool: February 14, 2020. Applications received 
by this date will be notified on March 2.

• Technical Support to complete the online application is available at KCPS’ Central 
Office (2901 Troost Ave.) or you can call for support at (816) 418-7888.

KANSAS CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

• A number of charter schools have joined together to share a common application 
online which allows you to apply to several schools at once – schoolappkc.org. The 
deadline to apply is March 2, 2020.

• Contact charter schools not participating in SchoolAppKC directly to pick up an 
application or to complete an online application. Please see pages 18-19 of the 
school guide for application deadlines.

• Charter schools that have more applications than seats will have a lottery after the 
application deadline.

CHARTER SCHOOLS

• Each faith-based and independent private school has its own unique application.

• Please contact each school’s admissions coordinator for enrollment questions.

• Please see individual schools’ enrollment deadlines on page 18-19. 

FAITH-BASED & INDEPENDENT PRIVATE SCHOOLS

STILL NEED HELP?

Check out the back cover of this workbook to contact 
a School Navigator for one-on-one support!

ONE-ON-ONE
NAVIGATION

Congratulations! You’ve considered what’s important for 
your family and what’s best for your child. You’ve researched 
and visited the many wonderful options that Kansas City 
has to offer.
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DO YOU HAVE SCHOOL SEARCH QUESTIONS?  
GET FREE HELP! 

WE’RE HERE TO HELP YOU KNOW YOUR OPTIONS. Show Me KC 
Schools’ School Navigators provide FREE one-on-one support to 
parents and caregivers searching for schools in Kansas City. Our 
navigators respond to requests for individual school navigation 
and can support you with an in-person person meeting or via the 
telephone. Let us know how we can help you find the right school 
fit for your child. 
 

Call or text with all your search questions!

WWW.SHOWMEKCSCHOOLS.ORG

DANIELLE DISPENZA 
School Navigator
Special Education Specialist
danielle@showmekcschools.org
(816) 490-1922

JESSICA PEÑA
!Hablo español!
School Navigator
Spanish Bilingual Specialist
jessica@showmekcschools.org
(816) 550-1443


